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been approved by a commissioners court prior to 
January I,1995 (JD# 39165) 

Dear Representative Lewis: 

You ask about the comxt intapretation of section 61.003(c) of the Government Code. That 
section generally gives prospective jurors the opportunity to donate all or part of their juror’s 
reimbursement for jury service to the compensation of victims of crime or to certain charities. 
Subsections (a) and (b) provide the mechank for the funds to be deposited to the credit of the state 
compensation to the victims of crime tirnd. Subsection (c), however, provides for the donations to 
go to charity, as tbllows: “Notwithstanding Subsections (a) and @), a juror reimbursement donation 
program established before January 1, 1995, may solicit juror donations and provide all tknds 
collected in the name of that program to the charities served by that program on January 1.1995.“’ 
Gov’t Code 5 61.003(c). 

You now ask whether a charity receiving 8md.s pumuant to section 61.003(c) must have been 
approved by the commissioners courta prior to January 1.1995, or whether the charity must have 
merely been established prior to January 1,1995. The plain language of subsection (c) requires that 
the juror reimbursement donationprogrmn must have been established before January 1, 1995, not 
the charity itselfor the commissioners court’s approval. Logically, the charities would have to have 
been established prior to that date in order to be served by the program on that date. We therefore 
believe that a juror reimbursemen donation program estabtished before January 1,1995, may solicit 
donations from jurors’ or potential jurors’ reimbursement for jury service and provide those funds 
to the charities served by the program on January 1,199s. 

‘when Repmtative Hminett o&red the -tbateddedsub~m(c),bestatedtbattbe~ 
merely “grandfathered” adsting juror reimbursement donation pugmm. Debate on S.B. 346 011 the Floor of the House. 
14th Leg, RS. (May 16.1995) (tape available from House VidedAudio Services Office). 

We assume but do not decide that B commissioners court has authcrity to approve juror reimbursement donation 
ppms. See Cam/es V. Lnughlin.214 S.W.Zd 451 (Tex. 1948) (counties have only the audmity granted by cmstihaion 
and statutes). 
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SUMMARY 

Section 61.003(c) of the Government Code allow-s a juror reimburse- 
ment donation program established before January 1, 1995, to solicit tknds 
tim jurors or potential jurors and provide those finds to the charities served 
by the program on January I,1995 

Yours very truly, 

Barbara Griftln 
Assistant Attorney Gen eAJ 
Option Committee 


